
..
DOCKET FILE COpy ORIG!NAL

TETON COMMUNICATIONS INCORPORATED

o£ Opposition to Proposed ·Spectrum Re£arming DocketSUBJECT: Statemen
92-235"
~ ~

Federal Communications Commission
334 York Street
Gettysburg, PA

Teton Communicati Inc. is a small business that employs 12 people in
Southeast Idaho. We provide communications sales and service £or
approximately 1000 businesses, state agencies, school districts and local
government agencies in the area. We have been in business since 1954, and
have seen many changes in the communications industry. These changes in the
past have been £or the most part bene£icial to the industry users as a whole.
However, the proposed "Speetrum Re£arming" docket 92-235 will create
unacceptable cost burdens £or us and our customers. This proposal goes too
far, specifically:

1st - The reduction in e££ective radiated power here in the west is ludicrous.
How can our repeater customers afford to have their coverage reduced to 10Y. o£
what they now have? Most all o£ our customers suffer as a result of too small
of a coverage area now, and to reduce that £urther makes no sense.

2rid - To reduce bandwidth properly could have some merit, but to reduce to the
levels proposed by the year 1996 has terrible cost consequences. To offer one
example, we serve:

Snake River School District 60 bases and mobiles
Idaho Falls District #91 109 bases and mobiles
Bonneville District #93 45 bases and mobiles
Mud Lake School District 40 bases and mobiles
Fremont County District #215 60 bases and mobiles
Madison County District #215 65 bases and mobiles

That is a total of 379 replacement units at a cost o£ $225,000. The
speci£ications o£ this equipment, as well as our other customers equipment,
cannot be modi£ied to meet the proposal. Equipment replacement will be the
norm under the proposal.

The above school districts are just one group, and only part o£ the total
districts in the area of our whole picture that absolutely cannot af£ord the
expense of buying new equipment to meet this proposal. The schools take 50Y.
o£ the total state appropriations now, and the taxpayer cannot af£ord to pay
for this pure nonsense. The taxpayer would also have to support all state
agencies, county agencies, and city government agencies that can't afford now
to add to their systems, much less replace them!
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3rd - The -innovative shared use- 258 channel pairs in highband will create
more business for Motorola and AT&T at the terrible expense of small
businesses. Further, the Commission's proposal to require vertical channel
loading, eliminate the adjacent channel station protection, and ease the
geographic spacing for frequency re-use will effectively force existing users
to abandon these degraded services in favor of SMR's or other carriers. Those
that cannot justify the exp~nse of moving (or staying) will obtain service
comparable to the citizen's band. This proposal offers the economically
privileged many opportunities for maintaining acceptable communications.
However, it imposes severe service degradations for those customers who remain
(even if they meet the new technical criteria), and unrealistically burdens
the private user and taxpayer supported public users with excessive migration
costs.

Teton Communications adamantly opposes this new Part 88 as it is now proposed.

Respectfully yours,
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R.E. Hafla


